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manipulate your impedimenta without any mishap
whatsoever*

An " At Home " tea is intended to be a sociable affair,
but the function seems to fall sadly short of that high ideal*
It is presumed that in the motley crowd gathered by your
hostess, you may meet new acquaintances with whom
you can chum or at least discover a mutual interest* but
here is where a fine theory breaks down in actual prac-
tice* With a plate between your knees and your two hands
busily occupied* it is rather expecting too much of you
to converse in any animated manner, for you will be too
much concerned with the safety of the tea things to think
of anything else* If you can contrive not to spill your
tea or drop your plate, you have good cause to thank your
stars* Unless you are an expert in the art of balancing
a plate between your knees, etc*, you are generally nervous*
The most you can do under such trying circumstances
is to murmur a few monosyllabic replies*. But for you
to attempt anything more heroic is to cause a nervous
breakdown, if not instant disaster*

Furthermore, even wheii two new acquaintances do
manage by hook or by crook to get.successfully started in
a conversation, such riewly^found interest is bound to
be short-lived* It is the purpose of the hostess to intro-
duce every guest to every other guest, so she will not
permit you to monopolize the valuable time and attention
of any one companion* Of course, the case is different,
if your hostess intends that the acquaintance between you
and your fair companion shall subsequently result _in
something definitely substantial! Otherwise* a hostess
must be loyal to her duties and partial to none* Therefore,